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INVITATIONS TO DELIVER ADDBESSES.

never had any thing to do with it, and had disapproved of it;.
Ho had other reasons for fooling deeply hurt by tho publication.
Ho know well, as every one else know, that tho New-England
resistance to the Embargo was a constitutional resistance; that
the law was subjected to a constitutional test of its validity, in
a court of tho "United States, and was upheld, and that the
people who suffered by it submitted. Tho eminent men who
were charged with fomenting treasonable projects had since bo-
come his personal friends, and his name was now coupled with
theirs in an infamous charge, founded on statements said to
have beon formerly made by a man filling tho exalted position
of President of tho United States, and whoso reelection Mr. "Web-
ster now favored. In all tho tactics of party warfare, there has
scarcely been a greater accumulation of personal injustice; and
this injustice was surrounded by circumstances which, in Mr.
"Webster's opinion, and that of friends who were no way in-
volved in tho charge, made it his duty to call for tho author of
the article, and to prosecute him for libel

Tho name of tho author was given tip by tho publishers of
tho paper, and tho grand jury found a bill of indictment against
him, which was tried in the Supremo Judicial Court of Massa-
chusetts, Chief-Justice Parker presiding, on tho 10th and 17th
of December, 1828. Before tho trial came on, tho defence in-
timated that tho course which they should take would load to
important developments concerning tho political poriod of tho
Embargo; but they abandoned this design, and contented them-
selves with an effort to show that tho article was no libel upon
Mr. Webster, as no malice was intended toward him, tho whole
being a fair comment on tho statements and conduct of Mr.
Adams. Tho jury did not agree. Ton were for convicting
and two were for acquitting* Tho case was novor puwuod
further.1

Probably it happens to all conspicuous public men, to bo much
importuned by colleges and literary societies to appear an thtur

1 A clearer case of libel could not well
exist, Tho name of Mr. Webster had not
boon Introduced, nor had ho boon alluded
to, in Mr. Adams's correspondences with
Mr, GHofl, or in tho letter attributed to
Mr, JofltU'Hon. Tho writer of tho news-
paper article, therefore, originated a

charge of trminon agahtBl; Mr. "VVobstor,
and did not comment on ouo madtt by
somebody olflft. But tho whole affofp was
mixed up with tho party Foallnga of the
day, and it is nod Burprlttag that thoro
should him* boon two recusant jurymen
on tho panul.